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2008 Developing World Disease R&D Status Report shows 
Growing Industry Effort on “Most Neglected” Diseases 

 

Washington, 19 November 2008 – The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
& Associations (IFPMA) has published a new edition of its Status Report on Pharmaceutical 
Industry R&D for Diseases of the Developing World(1).  The new report shows that the number of 
medicine and vaccine projects undertaken by companies with product development partnerships or 
on their own has increased 67, up from 58 in November 2007. 

Fred Hassan, President of the IFPMA and Chairman and CEO of Schering-Plough, commented:  
“It is very gratifying to see the number of projects for diseases of the developing world continue to 
grow.  This reflects the long term commitment of our industry to addressing these important unmet 
medical needs and to the patients who will benefit from new therapies.” 

During the course of 2008, eight R&D projects involving companies were stopped, mainly due to 
lack of efficacy or unacceptable side effects.  Despite that, the total number of active projects has 
continued to grow, underlining our industry’s commitment to help create new medicines to address 
diseases of the developing world.  Tuberculosis and malaria still to attract the bulk of the IFPMA 
members’ efforts.  At the same time, the number of projects addressing other developing world 
diseases has increased during this year from 8 to 11. 

Ongoing medicine R&D projects have increased from 50 to 58, while the range of active vaccine 
projects expanded from 8 to 9.  Sleeping sickness projects have grown from one to three, and 
leishmaniasis projects from one to two.  There were no projects for Chagas Disease involving 
member companies active in 2007; now there are two.  Several leads in Dengue research have 
unfortunately turned out to be not worth pursuing, but a reduction in the number of active projects 
for this disease has not prevented an overall growth in projects for the “more neglected” diseases - 
the ones other than tuberculosis and malaria. 

The 2008 Report also shows that the industry is becoming more collaborative in its approach to 
developing world disease R&D, with 49 projects now being undertaken in conjunction with product 
development partnerships, compared to 18 by companies on their own.  In 2007, the number of 
company-only projects was just slightly smaller than that of joint projects with product development 
partnerships. 

 
(ends) 

 
(1) IFPMA Status Report: Pharmaceutical Industry R&D for Diseases of the Developing World – 2008. This 
can be accessed via www.ifpma.org. 



About the IFPMA: 
The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations is the global non-
profit NGO representing the research-based pharmaceutical, biotech and vaccine sectors. Its 
members comprise 26 leading international companies and 44 national and regional industry 
associations covering developed and developing countries. The industry’s R&D pipeline contains 
hundreds of new medicines and vaccines being developed to address global disease threats, 
including cancer, heart disease, HIV/AIDS and malaria. The IFPMA Clinical Trials Portal 
(www.ifpma.org/ClinicalTrials), the IFPMA’s Ethical Promotion online resource 
(www.ifpma.org/EthicalPromotion) and its Developing World Health Partnerships information 
(www.ifpma.org/HealthPartnerships) help make the industry’s activities more transparent. The 
IFPMA strengthens patient safety by improving risk assessment of medicines and combating their 
counterfeiting. It also provides the secretariat for the International Conference on Harmonisation of 
Technical Requirements for Registration of Pharmaceuticals for Human Use (ICH). 
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