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STATEMENT

Eighth Meeting of the Working Group on Amendments to the
International Health Regulations (2005)

22 APRIL 2024, GENEVA - This final meeting of the WGIHR is the critical window to ensure that
the proposed amendments are workable, fit-for-purpose, and implementable.

It is imperative that Member States and relevant stakeholders have a common understanding of
potential solutions and that they are validated for feasibility as early as possible.

We have three key concerns that could lead to uncertainty and would benefit from clear science- and
evidence-based criteria to avoid politicization:
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1) The proposed definitions of “Early Action Alerts,
Concern (PHEIC), including a Pandemic Emergency,” and “Pandemics” as well as references
to “health products” (including “relevant health products”) are excessively vague. This makes
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it very difficult for industry to assess the overall instrument.

2) The decision-making process to determine and make recommendations on “Early Action
Alerts” and “PHEIC, including a Pandemic Emergency” leaves room for discretion and
interpretation when it should be based on science- and evidence-based criteria.

3) There are recommendations in Article 13 that pre-empt the outcomes of the INB to improve
equitable access, in particular the WHO-coordinated mechanisms and networks, and do not
strike a balanced approach. It would be premature and potentially counterproductive to
include it in IHR.

Before the final hour, amendments must be fully assessed in order to mitigate any risks of potential
unintended consequences.

Given the binding nature of the IHR, it is of the utmost importance to course-correct before it is too
late. We reiterate our full commitment to this work and remain available to constructively contribute.
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